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INTRODUCTION. 



THE GOSPEL CHURCH OF LONGWOOD. 



The great object of this Church and Institution, 
as set forth in its several publications, is the 
establishment of such a platform of religious 
opinion as will enable Christians of all denomi- 
nations to stand thereon, and join in a common 
worship of Almighty God. This can only be 
done in the spirit of charity, and by mutual 
concession. * 

Its disciples take the name of Gospelists, not 
as a sect, but a distinction, — the Gospel being 
the comer-stone of Christianity, and the various 
denominations of Christians, from Baptist to 
Universalist, conflicting parties, or sectarians, 
building on it with diffierent plans and machin- 
ery. 



The Gospelists admit all these into their pul- 
pits on the single condition that they read the 
ritual of the Church ; and they are prepared to 
settle as their permanent rector — unrestrained 
by sectarian theories — any teacher from among 
them who shall adopt their liturgy, and whose 
interpretations of the Scriptures shall be made 
with honesty of purpose, and charity of spirit, 
and in accordance with the views of the Gos- 
pel Church, its hopes, expectations, and belief, 
based on a foundation of love and mutual con- 
cession. 

Christ Church, Longwood, is a Gospel Church, 
" the first of the Union of Churches in the spirit 
of charity." It has adopted a platform of religi- 
ous opinion which comprehends those doctrines 
which are especially essential to guide the mind 
in a right worship of God, and professes to give 
expression to those feelmgs which should be in 
man*s heart when he looks up to his Maker. 

In this Church, the teaching of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, as set forth in the words of the 
Evangelists, is to be clearly and faithfully ex- 
plained according to its true intent and meaning, 
without bias or impediment, and in conformity 
to the preacher's faith and judgment 



A short order of prayer for the use of the 
Broad Church of America, — being selections 
from the Morning Prayer of Christ Church, 
Longwood, — adapted to lectures and occasional 
services, is herewith introduced and approved 
by the Gospel Church. 

In reference to this projected Church, it was 
necessary to obtain the assistance and support 
of a respectable number of the clergy. In 
that quarter, however, the proposal has been 
promptly and zealously met; and many distin- 
guished clergymen have already approved of the 
plan, and volunteered to perform the services of 
the Church. 

It is thus expressed : " We, the undersigned 
subscribers, clergymen of various denominations 
in the Church of Christ, admiring the spirit 
and approving the design of the above-named 
Church, and trusting it will tend to promote 
peace^ good-will, and brotherhood among man- 
kind, are ready to contribute our mite to such 
desirable objects ; and do promise to officiate in 
said church on the terms above laid down, and 
in the rotation of our signatures, and at least 
one Sabbath in three months, if invited to do so 
by the officers of the Church." 



Religion and morality have suffered, and do 
now suffer, from frivolous or superstitious dis- 
putes ; and a pious community should remember 
that, " it is a fearful thing to let the passions of 
men sway the worship of God.'' 

LONGWOOD, Sept. 8, 1865. 
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Religion and morality have suflfered, and do 
now suffer, from frivolous or superstitious dis- 
putes ; and a pious community should remember 
that, " it is a fearful thing to let the passions of 
men sway the worship of God'' 

LONGWOOD, Sept. 8, 1865. 



i 



16 



I believe in the Holy Catholic Church; in the 
communion of saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the 
resurrection of the dead ; and the life everlasting. 
Amen, 

If And, after that, these Prayers following, all devoutly kneeling ; 

the Minister first pronouncing, — 

The Lord be with you ; 
Ans. And with thy spirit. 

^ Min. Let us pray. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us ; 

Ans, And grant us thy salvation. 

Min, O God, make clean our hearts within us ; 

Ans. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

IT A CoUect for Peace. 

OGOD, who art the author of peace and lover of 
concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our 
eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom ; defend 
us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies ; 
that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the 
power of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

^ A Prayer for all Conditions of Men. 

OGOD, the Maker and Preserver of all mankind, 
we humbly beseech thee for all sorts and condi- 
tions of men, that thou wouldst be pleased to make thy 
ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all 
nations. More especially we pray for thy holy Church 
universal ; that it may be so guided and governed by 
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thy good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves 

Christians, may be led into the way of truth, and hold 

the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and 

in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to thy 

fatherly goodness all those who are any ways afflicted 

or distressed in mind, body, or estate; that it may 

please thee to comfort and relieve them, according 

to their several necessities, giving them patience under 

their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their 

afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Amen. 

If A General Thanksgiving. 

FATHER of all mercies, we, thine imworthy ser- 
vants, do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving kindness to us and to 
all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life ; but, above all, for 
thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy 
mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 
and that we may show forth thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives ; by giving up ourselves to thy 
service, and by walking before thee in holiness and 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

ir Fromifle of the Lord. 

FATHER in heaven, who hast given us grace at 
this time, with one accord to make our common 
supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when 

2* 
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two or three are gathered together in thy name, thoa 
wilt grant their requests ; fulfil now, O Lord, the de- 
sires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most 
expedient for them ; granting us in this world knowl- 
edge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

THE grace of our Father in Heaven, the love of 
Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 

^ End of the Prayer for Occasional Serrices. 
1[ Chanting and Sing^g on the discretion of the Minister. 

^ After " GI017 be to the Father/' immediately succeeding the prayer 
to the Grospel Trinity, the Minister may, on his discretion, read 
the Lesson of the Morning from the New Testament of the pre- 
ceding Sunday, according to the calendar ; and, before the Lesson 
is read, shall say. Here beginneth such a chapter, or verse of such 
a chapter, of such a book ; and, after the Lesson, Here endeth the 
Lesson. 

^ The Service will commence with an appropriate Voluntary of in- 
strumental music, and finish with a Hymn. 

1[ Then shall follow the sermon; after which, the people shall be 
dismissed with a blessing. 
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SUGGESTIVE VIEWS OF FAITH 



AND 



DOCTRINE FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION. 



There is but one God, — the great Spirit of the 
universe, supreme and everlasting ; without body, 
parts, or passions ; the Creator and God of all ; around 
whom circle a thousand brilliant worlds, governed by 
one law, and guided by one wQl. 



" In the transcendent, removed, and awful depths of his 
Absolute Infinitudey which no understanding can pierce, 
the Everlasting and Almighty God lives in an existence of 
which the only possible knowledge is light thrown back 
from revelation. ^^ * 

The manifestations of the Godhead for the govern- 
ment of this world, so far as the Bible teaches, are 
apparently made through the following Divine agen- 
cies, — namely, Aoyof, Zo^, and livevfia, — our Father in 

* Huntington. 
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heaven, our Saviour, and the Holy Ghost. These 
three Beings are recognized as the messengers of his 
will, and may therefore be called " The Holy Trinity 
for the Salvation of Man," and worshipped under the 
name of " The Gospel Trinity," in the manner set forth 
in its appropriate prayer and adopted by the Gospel 
Church. 

" But out of that ineffahle and veiled Godhead — the 
groundwork^ if we may say so, of all Divine manifestU" 
tions, or theophany — there emerge to us in revelation the 
three whom we rightly call j)€rsons, — Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, — unth their several individual offices, mi/- 
tiLol relations, operations towards men, and perfect unity 
together.'*^ * 



" In these three persons or impersonations, I otily see a 
revelation of the Absolute Being, under just such relatives 
£W, by their mutual play in and bffore our imaginative 
sense, unll produce in us the truest knowledge of God, 
render him most conversable, bring him closest to feeling, 
and give him the freest, least obstructed access, as a quick^ 
ening power, to our hearts,** f 



The first great manifestation of the Everlasting and 
Almighty God — the great Spirit of the universe — 
revealed to man was by the Word, 6 Ao^-oc, who made 



Uunttngton. t liushnell. 
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this world and every thing upon it, — the Father of 
all, our Father in heaven. 

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was God." 

" The same was in the beginning with God." 

"All things were made by him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made." 

" In him was life, and the life was the light of 



men." 



Gospel of St. John, 



The second great manifestation was the Word made 
flesh, Z6>7, the only-begotten Son of the Father; our 
Mediator and Saviour ; who, by the will of the Father, 
took man's nature ; whereof is* Christ ; Divine and 
human; who dwelt among us, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, and is now in the bosom of the Father. 

"And the Word was made flesh," "full of grace and 
truth." 

" And John bare record, saying, ' I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven Uke a dove, and it abode upon 

him.' " 

Gospel of St. John. 



The thii-d great manifestation was the Holy Ghost, 
llvevfia, — sent from the Father, by the promise of the 
Son, for man's comfort and guide, — by whose inspi- 
ration evil is overcome, and the way of salvation made 
manifest. 
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" And I will pray to the Father, and he shall give 

you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 

ever." — « Even the Spirit of truth." — " But the 

Comforter — which is the Holy Ghost — whom the 

Father will send in my name, — he will teach you all 

things." 

Gospel of St. John. 

These manifestations declare the purpose of the 
Absolute — the Great Spirit of the universe — for 
the government of this world ; and under his will 
these three mystical beings form in union ** a Holy 
Trinity for the Salvation of Man." How the several 
worlds which compose our planetary system, and the 
thousand other worlds of the boundless universe, are 
governed, we are in entire ignorance ; but we cannot 
doubt that the same Almighty Power which made 
them upholds and guides them by suitable Divine 
agencies in accordance with his infinite mercy. 



The belief in a Father in heaven, in Christ a Sav- 
iour, and in the Holy Ghost a Comforter, forms the 
basis of the Christian religion. Mo theory would be 
accepted without them; Christianity would be a 
nullity. This Trinity is shown in the prayer to 
Almighty God, — the Great Spirit of the Universe, — 
and in the prayer to the Gospel Trinity, as provided 
in the morning prayer of the Gospel Church. 
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The Aoyof is declared in the Gospel of St. John, and 
it was not necessary, at the time his Gospel ap- 
peared, to be more explicit : the natural interpretation 
of his declarations, uncontrolled by synods or sects, 
being that Aoyof was God emerging from the Great 
Spirit of the universe, — a Divine Agency for a 
specified object — the Maker of this earth, and of 
every living thing upon it; the Father of all; the 
Origin of life, and the life which is the light of men. 

Neander, in his workSf quotes Jiistin Martyr thus : — " That, so 
long a^ the Aoyog rested in Ood, it was identical tcith his substance, 
or rather stood in the relation of a part to the whole ; by coming 
forth from the Divine Essence, it first attained a personal self 
subsistence ; '' and " tJiat the creation of the world was the epoch 
when the Aoyog came forth from Ood" And TertuUian thus : — 
**He cordd easUy conceive how the Godhead might cause to proceed 
from its own essence a being of the same substance, only in an in- 
ferior degree, and standing in the same relation as a ray of light 
to the sun. He asserted, therefore, the doctrine of one Divine 
Essence shared in a certain gradation by three persons most inti' 
mately connected" 

About 4,000 years after the Aoyof — the Father of 
all, our Father in heaven — became self-subsistent, 
Jesus, the Word made flesh, the long-expected Christ, 
our blessed Saviour, was bom in Bethlehem of Judea. 
Through him a new covenant appeared, and the princi- 
ple of mercy rose triumphant. The way of salvation 
was pointed out, and a heavenly influence — the Holy 
Ghost — promised to man, to guide, comfort, and 
strengthen his efibrts to follow it. 

8 
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As at the beginning of the world, the Aoyoc emerged 
from Almighty God, and became self-subsistent ; so^ 
about 4,000 yeai's after, Jesus Christ emerged from the 
AoyoCi and appeared upon earth as the Saviour of man- 
kind. 

As at his death our Saviour returned to the bosom 
of the A&yoc — his Father in heaven — and became 
identical with his being ; so, in like manner, at the 
end of the world, the Aoyof will return to the Infinite 
Absolute, and thus, their mission being ended, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost will be merged in Almighty 
God. 

Much was left untold and unexplained by Moses, 
the Prophets, Jesus Christ, and the Apostles ; but our 
Saviour prayed to his Father to send into the world 
" the spirit of truth " — the Comforter — the Holy 
Ghost — to teach vs all things, and guide the march of 
intellect in its onward course of refinement and mental 
culture to a just appreciation of the wonders of crea- 
tion, and the unbounded benevolence of Almighty 
God. 
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